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LIBRARY REPORT—Highlights of Library happenings, programs, and more! 

January 21-February 17 
 

INSPIRING AND SUPPORTING A COMMUNITY OF LEARNING AND A CULTURE OF READING  

Author Talk with Cea Sunrise Person—January 
28 

Best-selling author of North of Normal, Cea 
Sunrise Person, held an author talk on Thursday, 
January 28 at Parkgate Library. The program was 
filled to capacity three days in advance and 
attendees in the packed Enid Dearing Room 
listened intently to Cea’s memoir about growing 
up in the wilderness and the counterculture 
movement of the 1960s.  

The event helps support a community of reading 
by bringing readers face-to-face with writers. 
And over 45 people enjoyed the evening! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“North of Normal” book cover.  

White Cane Week –February 7-13 

White Cane Week, held February 7-13, is a week 
planned by the Canadian Council of the Blind. 
The annual event highlights issues that confront 
the blind and visually impaired.  NVDPL provides 
access to all members of our community, 
offering a variety of formats. White Cane Week 
displays were set up at each branch to showcase 
large print titles, Home Library Services, Talking 
Books, Audiobooks, and NNELS (National 
Network for Equitable Library Service). 
Additionally, NVDPL staff attended an awareness 
booth set up at Park Royal Mall on February 5.   

Events of this nature inspire a community of 
readers and provide access to reading and 
learning materials regardless of physical 
capabilities.   

 

 

 

White Cane Week Display  
at Lynn Valley Library.  

 



2 
 

PROVIDING ENGAGING SPACES TO CREATE KNOWLEDGE AND SHARE STORIES 

Family Day—February 8 

Lynn Valley Library was a-buzz with families on Monday, February 8. Library staff set up craft tables, 
activity areas, a literacy scavenger hunt, and LEGO for all to play with. Some families enjoyed crafting 
together; some just sat and read books. 

It was a beautiful day across the Lower Mainland, which may account for the slight reduction in foot 
traffic and circulation when compared to Family Day in 2014. However, the Library was busier than the 
2015 average for Sunday-hours.  Overall, it was a great success!   

 

A Family enjoys the Lynn Valley Craft Table.  
Photo: for internal use only.  

Valentine’s Day Story and Craft with author Sara Gillingham—February 14 

Author Sara Gillingham had a Valentine’s-themed visit to Capilano Library this 
February. The author of children’s book How to Mend a Broken Heart, and 
others, delighted youngsters  by reading from her picture books and instructing 
a craft. Local business Kidsbooks was present with Sara’s books and the author 
was happy to do a signing. 41 (!) children and parents joined us for the morning, 
and the children were very excited to take home their Valentine’s Heart Crafts.   

 Understanding Dementia Workshop—January 21 

A nice crowd of 14 came out to the Understanding Dementia program at Capilano Library in January. 
This workshop teaches life skills about living with dementia, myths about the disease, and more. 
Informative programming of this nature, including the popular Advanced Care Planning workshops, are 
being well-received by our communities.   
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SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF DIGITAL LITERACY AND DIGITAL CREATIVITY  

Art Reception at the District Library Gallery—
February 13 

The North Vancouver Community Arts Council and 
the Friends of the Library organization hosted the 
first art reception of 2016 for a collective of artists: 
the Canada West Illustrators. It was a very popular 
opening, with over 37 people coming by to chat 
with the artists and enjoy refreshments.  

Some of the exhibiting artists have books in the 
NVDPL collection, so Library staff set up a display of 
their titles!  

 

The display of books for the  
Canada West Illustrators opening reception. 

 TED Talks—February 15-19 

TED Livestreaming returned to all branches of the NVDPL from February 15-19. This year’s theme is 
“Dream” and the range of notable speakers includes former Vice President of the United States and 
Climate Activist, Al Gore; popular television producer and writer, Shonda Rhimes; and a variety of 
distinguished experts from around the world, from scientists, engineers, humanitarians and 
entrepreneurs, to self-proclaimed “disrupters,” to “tinkerers,” and “brain hackers.” 

Viewing stations were set up at each NVDPL location, as well as resource displays attune to the 
“Dream” topic. The mid-week attendance count was 188 attendees!   

Tickets for the event start at $8,500 USD per ticket and not anyone can purchase—there is an 
application process. Providing access to the TED talks is one part of our commitment to providing the 
entire community with access tech and digital resources, to facilitate learning and creativity in the 
digital world.  
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FOSTERING COMMUNITY COLLABORATION 

 

MISCELLAENOUS  

TED 2017 is scheduled from April 24-28 in Vancouver, 
BC. 

Health and Wellness Month – January 2016 

Health and Wellness Month concluded with a final 
event on January 28l. Overall, there was an increase in 
participation compared to 2014. The planning 
committee is very happy with the results as many 
community connections were formed and community 
members reported learning a lot from the workshops.    

The NVRCC and NVDPL are investigating future 
partnership opportunities, like the Summer Culture 
Series, and have decided to build on the momentum 
with another year of this series in 2017.  

 

The Health & Wellness Month graphic. 

New Entrance at Lynn Valley Library 

The first floor of the Lynn Valley Library got a makeover in February: a brand new entrance! The new 
entryway provides patrons with open access to Delany’s and the Lynn Valley Library covered 
breezeway, which opens to Mountain Highway and connects to local business and the bus stop. 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS–JANUARY 2016 

• Adult Programs: 416 people attended 32 adult programs in January 2016, a difference of 35 
people less than compared to 2015. 

• Newcomer/ELL Programs: The Library held 9 English Language Learning programs with a total 
attendance of 91 people. Participation attendance in these programs has doubled, when 
compared to January 2015 

• Teen Programs: We held 4 teen programs in January 2016—one TAG meeting and three Tech 
Tutor sessions, with a total attendance of 17 teens.  

• Children’s Programs: 69 children’s programs were attended by 2071 children and their 
caregivers, showing an increase of 4% when compared to 2015.  

• Traffic (measured by gate counts): 67,335 patrons walked through our gates in January 2016. 
This represents a slight decrease from January 2015.   

• Circulation and Holds:  123,462 physical items were borrowed in January 2016, which is about 
5,000 less than in January 2015.  

• Digital Circulation: Digital circulation continues to increase, as 7,923 Digital Items were 
borrowed in January 2016—16% higher than January 2015.  

• Virtual Visits: Virtual Visits continue to increase and we received 2,000 more hits in January 
2016 when compared to 2015. Bibliocommons use maintains high use rates, showing an 
increase of 41% when compared to January 2015. Overall virtual visits for January 2016 
increased by 29%.  

Patrons are happy to see this change and passing on their positive feedback to Circulation staff. 
Regular patrons are happy they have more convenient access to specialty beverages and the new 
entryway has the potential to attract new patrons to the Library.  
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS–DECEMBER 2015 

* Walk-In traffic data was being measured for accuracy in January, so the previous Library Report did not 
include a monthly snapshot of statistics for December. Please find them below for reference.  

• Adult Programs: 303 people attended 11 adult programs in December 2015, an average of 27 
people per program.  

• Newcomer/ELL Programs: We held 7 newcomer and English Language Learning (ELL) programs 
with a total attendance of 58. These English Language Learning programs continue to build 
popularity within the community.  

• Teen Programs: There were no teen programs or volunteer events held in December  2015.  
• Children’s Programs: 24 children’s programs were attended by 605 people in December 2015. 

2015 vs. 2014 overall YTD attendance totals increased 21%.  
• Traffic (measured by gate counts): 63,008 patrons came to the Library in December 2015. This 

is consistent with numbers from the previous year.  
• Circulation and Holds:  111,116 physical items were borrowed in December  of 2015, adding to 

a total YTD decrease of 4.85%.  
• Digital Circulation: Digital circulation continues to increase, as 6,942 Digital Items were 

borrowed in December 2015, contributing to a YTD increase of 8%.  
• Virtual Visits: 2015 YTD Virtual Visits increased by 1.5% when compared to 2014. In December, 

website hits were 25,000 higher than compared to 2014 December.    
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